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• OOCC is the most productive collection of ground-based 
astrophysical facilities to which Spain has access, 
according to a study published by the RIA (2013).
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• Sky quality is among the best worldwide
• Legal protection assuring the present and future quality of 

the sites
• Most of the sky can be observed throughout the year
• Important synergies with existing and planned ground-based 

telescopes elsewhere and space missions
• Stable political and financial situation
• Governed by a set of international agreements
• Taxes exemptions
• Geological stability
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• Well-developed infrastructure and communications, including a 
top-class Internet link

• Wide range of science and wavelengths covered
• Critical mass: one of the largest observatories in the world
• Presence of a unique world-class telescope: the GTC
• Clear plans for continued leadership in infrastructures
• Close proximity to a world-class Research and Technology Centre
• The Canary Islands are well known in the scientific community
• Excellent support from the local population
• Located in an outermost region of the EU
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} Resources that are available to implement the 

OOCC Strategic Plan for the period 2013–2016 

come primarily from three different sources:

• The budget from the AGE and from the Canary 

Islands, as part of the contribution to the IAC’s budget

• Annual contributions from user institutions (UIs) at the 

Observatories and service contracts with some Uis

• External funding obtained under competitive calls and 

other incomes
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This diagram represents these contributions in recent years
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• A total of 50 people are currently working full-time or part-
time at the IAC in the running of the Observatories. In total, 
they account for 39 full-time equivalent (FTE) staff, with the 
following distribution according to specialization area.
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